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Remote education provision: information for parents

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or
carers about what to expect from remote education at Windmill CofE Primary where
national or local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the
final section of this page.

The remote curriculum: Our Vision

Windmill C of E (VC) Primary School is committed to providing all pupils with a high-
quality education and an ambitious and broad curriculum. Where a pupil is unable to
attend school due to clinical or public health advice they will immediately be able to
access this remotely. This will align closely with taught in-school content. To facilitate
this, remote education is integrated into curriculum planning and we will continue to
review and improve our offer as necessary. The content of our remote learning will
incorporate high quality online and offline resources including resources produced by
school staff or quality external providers including The Oak Academy and the BBC. The
programme will be equivalent to the core teaching in school and will include some
explanation of new content. Teaching will take account of SEND needs of pupils. All
online learning will be assessed for engagement and pupil outcomes leading to targeted
planning and feedback.

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the
first day or two of pupils being sent home?

Staff at Windmill CofE plan for new learning and consolidation of existing knowledge
following our published curriculum. This means that teachers plan daily lessons and
units of work that can be delivered both in the classroom and on our learning platform
(Google Classroom). Supported by Teaching Assistance this work is posted before
9.30 each day. The work for the day will include reading, literacy, maths, topic and
some non-screen active/creative work. Work posted will include teaching slides and
resources to enable pupils to engage in learning independently. Windmill CofE has
also provided pupils with CGP books that they can use each day.




Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in
school?

e We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible
and appropriate. However, we have needed to make some adaptations in
some subjects. For example, it may be necessary to provide alternative art or
DT tasks for instance that do require specialist resources and equipment that
we have available in school.

Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can | expect work set by the school to take my child each
day?

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will
take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:

Key Stage 1 Reading: RWI activities
Literacy

Maths

Wider Curriculum
Active/Creative non-digital

Total: 3 hours

Key Stage 2 Reading: Comprehension
Literacy

Maths

Wider Curriculum
Active/Creative non-digital

Total: 4 hours




Accessing remote education

How will my child access any online remote education you are
providing?

During the Autumn term 2020 we will be transitioning from Seesaw to Google
Classroom. Windmill CofE accessed DFE funding to set up this platform and DFE
funding for staff training on using Google Classroom through Edutech. From Spring
2021 we will solely use Google classroom for pupils in R-Y6. Pupils attending our
onsite Specialist Provision will continue to use Seesaw as pupils in provision require
an individualised curriculum but may also access the Google Classroom of their
assigned class. Your child will have their own unique google account details provided
by the school which are to be used to sign into Google and access your child’s
Google Classroom and Google software.

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you
support them to access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take
the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:

Please note:

Disadvantaged pupils — A definition.
The Department for Education identifies disadvantaged pupils as:

e Eligible for Free School Meals or have been in the last six years;

e Looked After Children (LAC), or those who have previously looked after by the
state, but are now adopted or are subject to a special guardianship order, a child-
arrangements order or a residence order;

e Children with parents in the armed forces.

It is assumed that these children are disadvantaged in comparison to others because of
low family income, little or no family support (LAC) or lots of school moves all of which
have been proven to have a negative impact on progress and attainment when compared
to others.

The Government provides funding, the Pupil Premium, to allow schools to put
interventions into place to try to close the gap between disadvantaged pupils and their

peers.



e At present we have 22 DFE laptops that we can issue. We also have a small
number of refurbished school equipment that can be loaned to pupils. Please
contact the school office if your child has been asked to isolate and you require
a device. In the event of a bubble closure or a wider restriction on attendance
these devices will be prioritised for use by children currently entitled to means
tested Free School Meals who have no device at home followed by other
Disadvantaged children (Pupils Premium). Please contact the office to check
eligibility and to request support.

e Windmill CofE is able to increase the mobile data on your device for
Disadvantaged pupils. This can be done on EE, O2, Sky Mobile, SMARTY,
Tesco Mobile, Three, Virgin Mobile and Vodaphone (some networks can’t do
this for Pay-as-you-go). This increase in data is monthly until July 2021. Your
child must be able to use the device or a device linked to it for learning. You
must be home when the child is using the device as they have no internet
filtering. You must also not have fixed broadband and must not be able to pay
for the extra data. Children must be experiencing disruption to face to face
education. Please contact the office to check eligibility and to request support.

e Windmill CofE is able to access dongles (4G wireless routers) from the DFE
via the LA. These are provided to Disadvantaged pupils when extra data for
mobile devices is not an option, if there is more than 1 pupil in the household
accessing remote learning, a mobile device is not readily available, use of the
mobile device for communication disrupts learning or if the child is likely to
access the internet without supervision.

e All pupils are provided with printed CGP books. Printed work can also be
requested via your class teacher or the office. We would rather children access
Google Classroom when they can as this provides your child with high quality
teaching.

e If your child has no access to online learning and is using printed work only.
This can be submitted at the office each week for marking and feedback. It will
be available by the following Tuesday to collect with new printed work.

How will my child be taught remotely?

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:



Reception-Year 6.

e Live Catch-Up sessions: These may include well-being/PSHE sessions, discussions about
online learning and questions, story time etc. We will use Google Meet to run these sessions
and may limit group sizes if necessary.

e Video/Audio recorded teaching by school staff: When a bubble closes or when there are wider
restrictions on attendance class teachers will record lessons to stream to pupils.

e Recorded lessons by educational providers: We will quality assure and use recorded lessons
by other providers when they fit within a sequence of learning (e.g. Oak National Academy
lessons, Whiterose Maths Hub lessons, BBC Bitesize)

e Teaching slides and resources: When school is open to the class teachers will be planning for
learning that can be delivered in the classroom and at home. This means that lesson
resources for use in class can also be used at home. This includes slides, worksheets and
independent tasks which will be scaffolded with prompts and instructions so that pupils can
follow these at home and complete class tasks.

e Google classroom: Teachers will upload files in formats that are easily accessible e.g. all
pupils can access Google Slides, Google Forms and Google Docs and these will be the
preferred software we use.

e Google classroom requires pupils to undertake no printing at home. They can complete
worksheets and tasks set using the Google products and by submitting these once complete.
Sometimes pupils will be set collaborative work where they can edit shared documents and
share their ideas and learning.

¢ We may ask pupils to login to their Purple Mash and Times Table Rockstar accounts to
complete work. We may also ask them to complete their online My Book Blog or access the
Online School Library, Oxford Owls, Numbots or other recommended online resources e.g.
Young Voices (YV2021).

e Some learning each day will be non-screen/non-digital. This is likely to be an active or creative
task. There will be more non-digital work provided for pupils in Reception and Year 1.

e When possible, recorded daily Collective Worship and other activities might be included. This
might be story time or could be well-being or online safety work.

e Windmill CofE has provided all pupils with printed CGP books. Teachers may direct pupils to
complete set pages. These can also be used if there is a delay in posting the work or if there
are technical issues with Google Classroom or at home or school which prevents online
access.

e Children should continue to read their reading books and can access books online through our
online library or Oxford Owls (KS1)

e Teachers may supplement online work with printed paper packs. This is more applicable to
Reception and Year 1.

e There may be times when we will direct you to using commercially available websites
supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, including video clips or sequences

e On occasions we may ask pupils to complete long-term project work and/or internet research
activities but will not rely on these activities.

Provision

e Pupils in provision have complex communication needs and will require an indivudalised
approach to remote learning.

e This will be accessed via Seesaw and tasks and activities will be designed to meet the
individual needs of each pupil but will often rely less on digital time.

e Provision pupils may be directed to access the Google Classroom of the mainstream class
they are assigned to.




Engagement and feedback

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support
that we as parents and carers should provide at home?

1) Expectations for pupils’ engagement with remote education:

We expect all pupils who are well and working from home to engage daily with
home learning. When bubbles are closed and during restricted attendance
teachers will post work in accordance to the daily timetable. This helps families
keep a daily routine. However, we do know that some families prefer to
complete work in blocks, later in the day and sometimes retrospectively so that
they can support their children with their online learning. This is all acceptable
as long as children are completing work daily and core learning is completed.

We do understand that during these times family life can be difficult. There may be
multiple children learning at home as well as parent(s)/carer(s) who are
working or may be unwell themselves. We know that the level of independence
children are able to apply to remote learning can vary depending on the age of
the child and from child to child in the same class. The well-being of pupils and
parents/carers may mean that some adaptation of these expectations may be
required at times. Please contact your child’s teacher if you are finding it
difficult to complete this core learning.

2) Expectations of parental support:

e Help your child to login to Google Classroom and support them with
their timetable. We know that home schooling will need your input and
we know that sometimes this has to be when you can.

e Check that your child is doing their learning. Sometimes children might
look like they are doing what they should be doing but are in fact doing
something else.

e Report any safeguarding issues immediately to a member of staff

e Remind children that they have to think about what they say in live ses-
sions and what they write on shared documents




How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and
how will | be informed if there are concerns?

1)

2)

When pupils are working from home a member of staff will check engagement
daily and will record engagement over the course of the week. During bubble
closures and periods of restricted attendance class teachers will check
engagement daily.

When engagement is a concern you will be contacted by a member of school
staff to ascertain the reasons for this and to support you and your child in
accessing their remote learning. This will usually take the form of a telephone
call but may also include a garden visit if necessary. These will be completed
weekly by the teacher and may take place daily by a member of the office,
safeguarding team or leadership team.

How will you assess my child’s work and progress?

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for
individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via
digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to
feeding back on pupil work is as follows:

1)

2)

3)

4)

It is not practical or necessary for staff to mark all work submitted. They will look at all
of the work for engagement and assessment purposes but will only provide feedback
and marking when necessary. Marking and feedback will be used to enable pupils to
understand how successful they have been and to provide next steps, corrections and
challenge to develop your child’s understanding and quality of work.

When pupils are isolating but the class is not closed then teachers and support staff
will be checking work daily and often at the end of the day. They will be looking at
engagement and will contact you to offer support if required. They may also provide
targeted feedback in the form of next step targets, corrections etc in order to support
your child’s learning. When bubbles are closed or there is a period of restricted
attendance teachers will do this on an ongoing basis throughout the day. They may
provide feedback in the form of marking, highlighting or providing written comments.
Pupils may be asked to correct or make improvements to the work submitted.

Staff will provide other opportunities for reflection e.g. questioning and interactive
assessment/discussion during ‘Catch-Up’ sessions, collaborative documents and
quizzes. They may use Think Pink Tuesdays/Thursdays and use a lesson for children
to improve their work. Some staff use Feedback Friday to give children receive a
comment about their work and a target for the next week. The strategies used will vary
form year group to year group reflecting the needs of the children.

We will aim to provide timely and frequent feedback (usually daily). This will provide
personalised support and challenge on a particular piece of work or in a particular
subject area. This exceeds the government requirement to provide feedback ‘at least
weekly’ (DFE guidance issued 4.1.21)




Additional support for pupils with particular needs

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional
support from adults at home to access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs
and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support
from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we
will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:

1)

2)

3)

In this section, please set out briefly:

Pupils in specialist provision will be provided with an individualised curriculum
with tasks and activities designed to meet their needs. They may also be
directed to access the Google Classroom for their mainstream class.

Class teachers will plan work that will ensure all pupils with SEND in
Reception-Year 6 can access. This might be differentiated and scaffolded
whole class teaching or might be personalised support and activities.

Our remote education for younger pupils, for example those in reception and
year 1, will include more non-digital activities including provision type practical
and play based learning suggestions.

Recorded rather than live lessons?

1)

2)

3)

4)

Safeguarding is of the upmost importance and the senior leadership team feel that
the Safeguarding of our children will be put at risk if children have to frequently
connect to a live lesson from home with at least 30 other people online at the
same time. You never know what children will say or what will be going on in the
background. It is therefore safer to limit live sessions to smaller groups that are
easier to monitor

There is a lack of proven effectiveness and appropriateness for primary school
aged children to attend live lessons, we will be posting pre-recorded lessons
online.

Online video lessons do not necessarily need to be recorded by staff. Whiterose
Maths and Oak Academy provide some really outstanding video lessons. As we
follow Whiterose Maths using these resources makes sense when they are appli-
cable. Providing recorded lessons gives greater variety and interest for learners
and supports staff workload and well-being.

We are scheduling work so that it matches a typical school day. We know that this
routine with breaks for children focussed learning time has worked best when we
have closed bubbles. We also know that not all pupils can access work at the

9



5)

6)

7

8)

9)

same time. Some start later, some work retrospectively and some like to block
work. Recorded lessons give flexibility to families.

Pre-recorded lesson can be paused, listened to again or fast forwarded, allowing
children additional time and support if needed to complete a task.

During restricted attendance staff are timetabled to be in school and on hand to
support bubbles as required. We also know that some staff are working from home
and home schooling. Using video lessons gives our staff more control over man-
aging their work and will ensure that lessons are always posted on time.

Accessing live lessons can be problematic. Live streaming puts strain on your in-
ternet and is less reliable than downloading a video. We know that some families
have adults working from home as well as children and this puts strain on your in-
ternet and gadgets and uses data. We also know that some pupils are using old
tech, phones etc and we do not want to disadvantage pupils who are reliant on
mobile data and slower internet.

Teachers working from home suffer the same issues as you in terms of pressure
on their personal internet and data especially when they have other members of
their household home working and home schooling.

All of our teachers are good but they are human. They need to feel able to teach
without judgement or fear of making mistakes. Staff have told leaders that live
streamed teaching causes them not just practical difficulties but anxiety.

10) We are using live catch-up sessions and opportunities for pupils to collaborate

with live shared documents and slides.

11) Feedback will be provided on completed work and this will offer personalised sup-

port and challenge.

12)There is no expectation that we will live stream lessons by the DFE and no evi-

dence to suggest that live lessons provide a better outcome for children than rec-
orded frequent and clear explanations of new content.
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