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22.06.2026 

Re: Ofsted Inspection 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Today we were notified that school will be subject to an OFSTED inspection over the 
next 2 days. This is an exciting opportunity for us to show our school in the best 
possible light. The new inspection framework that was trialled in the Autumn term 
and introduced from last term is a significant step change from previous frameworks. 
There are now 8 areas of inspection and school will be graded on a 5 point scale 
across each.  
 
Many schools that have been inspected are finding that they are not receiving 
expected grades across the board. Expected would translate to a strong good under 
the old framework. This is because schools have to demonstrate they meet every 
part of the criteria under that area. This is a secure and not best fit model and as 
such just one thing can drop grades down.  
 
I would like to ask you to fight on our behalf. We strongly believe that we are a 
school with lots of strengths to celebrate and need your help to convince the 
inspection team that this is the case. Whilst we know that there is always more we 
want to do we are very proud of the school and our pupils and we love what we do. 
We genuinely believe that we get things right for our pupils in the vast majority of 
instances and when we don’t we respond quickly and effectively to this. It is the care 
that we show that makes us special.  
 
We therefore need your help. I would ask that you take the opportunity to talk to the 
OFSTED inspectors and to tell them about what makes our school special and about 
your child’s experience of school. If you feel as passionately about our school as we 
do it is important that you do this.  
 
We would ask that you share the amazing work we have done to support oracy and 
your child’s learning, the way we value learning through trips and experiences, the 
focus on well being that makes children happy in school and supported, the way we 
share progress your child is making in reports and parents’ evenings and the way 
that we listen and respond to your views and concerns.  
 
I would also ask that you use the Parentview website and share your views in this 
way as well. These responses help the inspectors focus their investigations in 
school. These views will be shared with us as part of the inspection and we will use 
them to galvanise us all during this process.  

http://www.windmillcofeprimary.co.uk/
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It will also be vital that children arrive at school on time, in full uniform and are ready 
to show their best. I would ask that you talk to your child about the fact that the 
inspectors are in school and that we want them to see our school at its very best. 
The next 2 days will be tough for staff and your support will be very important to us. I 
truly believe that we have a school to be proud of and want the inspectors to see 
this. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Darren Foulke 
Headteacher 
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