
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sharing Stories 
Sharing stories together is another way of supporting your 
child as they learn to read. Read to them in your best 
storyteller voice to encourage them to read with meaning. 
You can also use the Reading Vipers as you go through 
your story together to support comprehension skills. Each 
Year group has a suggestion of 50 books to read before 
they leave that class, and don’t forget we have a school 
library too which is open after school.  

 

 

 
 



Listening to your child read 
their reading book 

Comprehension 
To support your child in developing comprehension skills, 
in school we use “Reading Vipers”.  You can use these at 
home to support your child’s understanding of the text 
they are reading.  

 
Explore new vocabulary 

together, ensuring children 
understand the meaning of 

new words they are going to 
read.  

 
What is the underlying 

message the author is trying to 
get across?  

 
 

 
Can children predict what is 

going to happen in the text by 
looking at the pictures, or 

from what they have already 
read? 

 
Can you find the answer in the 
text? Where can you find this 

information?  

 
Can you give an overview of 

what you have read?  

 
Can you explain this part of 
the text? What do you think 

the author means?  

 

 

 



Word Blending 
In school we use a programme called Read Write Inc 
Phonics. Below is a guide to what your child may be able 
to do at different stages of the programme, and some 
handy hints to support them.  This information may aid 
you in writing comments to support their learning in their 
reading records.  

Where am I on the 
programme? 

What sort of things might I be learning or 
already getting very good at?  

Ditties, Red books 

• I am learning Set 1 sounds.  

• I should be able to orally blend words (you can segment 
words as you say them, and see if I can tell what you are 
saying e.g c-a-t = cat) 

• I can use pictures to tell the story.  

• Help me to find the “special friends” as I read the word.  

• Encourage me to “Fred Talk” new words.  It helps me to 
read the same books more than once to build my 
confidence.  

• I might need to practice reading words with 4 sounds e.g 
swim 

• I am beginning to learn some red words.  

Green Purple 

• I am learning Set 2 sounds and practising Set 1 sounds.  

• I am learning more “special friends” sounds. 

• I might have some gaps in my sound knowledge, 
particularly when I am reading words with 5 or more 
sounds in e.g strop  

• I am building my ability to read fluently and with 
expression, at this level.  

• Encourage me to “Fred Talk” new words.  

Pink Orange 

• I am learning Set 3 sounds.  

• I now know more than one spelling for sounds I already 
know.  

• I have started to be able to read multisyllabic words.  

• My fluency and understanding are increasing.  

• Encourage me to “Fred Talk” new words. 

Yellow Blue Grey 

• I am working on fluency.  I am almost a proficient reader! 

• I am also continuing to work on “reading with meaning” 
using a storyteller voice.  

• “Fred Talking” unfamiliar words is still a useful strategy 
for me to make sure I am accurate.  



 

 

 

  



Useful Information 
Oral Blending: Can your child hear the 
segmented sounds in a word and then blend 

them orally? E.g c-a-t = cat! 

Special Friends: two or more letters together 

that make one sound E.g air, igh, sh, ch 

Chatty Friends: special friends that were so 
chatty they had to be split up, they always 
have a letter sat in the middle of them E.g a-e, 

i-e, o-e, u-e 

Fred Talk: children are encouraged to spot 
special friends and say each sound in the word 

in order to accurately blend.  

 

 

Red Words: Words that are not phonetically 

plausible.  

 

 

This is Fred, who helps us with our 
blending.  



What to expect from us in school 
and how to support them at home: 

 
Learning Set 1 sounds - Ditty: Share real books 
together.  Practise sounds as they come home to 
you daily.  Put sounds together to make cvc 
words.  
 
Red - Orange: books will be changed every 3 days 
as your child is on a 3 day RWI programme in 
school.  RWI and Link Texts will come home.  
 
Yellow - Grey - new RWI and link text given every 
5 days as your child is on a 5 day RWI 
programme.  
 
Children are taught to read daily and listened to in 
groups.  
 
We will listen to your child read at least once a 
week and record comments in their reading 
records.  
 
We have book banded books which you as parents 
can help yourselves to whenever you would like 
extra reading material.  Adults in school can help 
you to know which colour box to choose from.  
 
From Year 2 children have access to MyBookBlog  



Some ideas for reading record 
comments…  

 

 
Keep working on 

your storyteller 

voice – why not 

read to your little 

brother? 
Spot the special friends, 

then “fred talk” new 

words.  

Well done for 

reading your book 

fluently today, I am 

proud of you!  

I love how you 

could summarise 

what happened on 

that page today 

using Vipers.  

Can you explain the 

new vocabulary we 

have explored today? 

(list the words) 
Well done for 

retrieving the 

information from 

the text, you have 

shown good 

understanding.  


